Character Development Excerpt from Frindle by Andrew Clements

Mrs. Granger lived alone in a tidy little house in the older part of town. She
drove an old, pale blue car to school every morning, rain or shine, snow or sleet, hail or
wind. She had a perfect attendance record that stretched back farther than anyone
could remember.

Her hair was almost white, swept away from her face and up into something
like a nest on the back of her head. Unlike some of the younger women teachers, she
never wore pants to school. She had two skirt-and-jacket outfits, her gray uniform and
her blue uniform, which she always wore over a white shirt with a little cameo pin at
the neck. And Mrs. Granger was one of those people who never sweats. It had to be
over ninety degrees before she even took off her jacket.

She was small, as teachers go. There were even some fifth graders who were
taller. But Mrs. Granger seemed like a giant. It was her eyes that did it. They were
dark gray, and if she turned them on full power, they could make you feel like a speck
of dust. Her eyes could twinkle and laugh, too, and kids said she could crack really
funny jokes. But it wasn’t the jokes that made her famous.

Everyone was sure Mrs. Granger had X-ray vision. Don’t even think about
chewing a piece of gum within fifty feet of her. If you did, Mrs. Granger would see you
and catch you and make you stick the gum onto a bright yellow index card. Then she
would safety-pin the card to the front of your shirt, and you'd have to wear it for the
rest of the school day. After that, you had to take it home and have your mom and dad
sign the card and bring it back to Mrs. Granger the next day. And it didn’t matter to
Mrs. Granger if you weren't in fifth grade, because the way she saw it, sooner or later,

you would be.
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Writers Use Specific
Writing Strategies to Develop Characters

Directions: Write down examples of character development that you notice Andrew
Clements using in Frindle.

Character:
What we learn Example from What you like
about the character the book about the example

Teacher Sample
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